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F.  c>l.  BEAVIN 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

I  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood  in  an  adjoining  Coun- 
ty I  attended  College  three  years  in  the  same  county,  and 
within  a  very  few  miles  of  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln yet  it  never  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  worth  the 
time  and  trouble  required  to  visit  this  historic  place  until  I 
had  moved  a  thousand  miles  away. 

Later,  however,  I  had  the  opportunity,  or  rather,  made 
the  opportunity  to  visit  this  homestead,  and  as  I  stood  and 
gazed  upon  the  little  one  room  log  cabin  in  which  he  was 
born  and  noted  its  rugged  simplicity;  as  I  viewed  the  sur- 
rounding country  and  observed  that,  even  to  this  day,  it 
dots  not  rank  above  an  average  in  educational  advantages; 
as  I  contemplated  the  fact  that  his  parents,  though  good 
and  honest  people,  were  wholly  uneducated,  and  that  the 
father,  at  least  was  of  a  restless  roving  disposition,  with 
little  ambition  never  accumulating  any  of  this  world's  goorls 
above  a  very  scanty  subsistance;  as  I  called  to  mind  the 
fact  that  Lincoln  himself  was  a  tall,  gawky,  ungainy  un- 
promising lad  without  any  educational  advantages;  I  ??.y  as 
I  took  all  these  facts  into  consideration,  I  could  but  wonder 
what  characteristic  or  combination  of  characteristics  he 
possessed  that  would  enable  him,  in  spite  of  these  adverse 
.conditions,  to  rise  to  the  very  highest  office  in  the  gift  of 
thi-  American  people,  and  to  conduct  the  office  \i\  such  man- 
ner as  to  cause  him  co  become  lecognized  by  the  enr:re  civ- 
ilized world  as  having  been  one  of  the  greatest  statesman, 
not  only  of  his  ov.  n  ago  i  nd  country,  but  of  all  ages  u.id  of 
all  countries. 

The  story  of  the  life  of  Lincoln  would  be  very  incomplete 
without  some  study  of  the  life  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  from 
which  he  sprang.  The  story  of  his  life  begins  and  ends  in 
tragedy.  About  the  year  17  80  his  grandfather,  with  his 
family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  five  children,  three  boys 
and  two  girls,  einigratd  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  and  pro- 
ceeded to  clear  a  farm  in  the  vast  wilderness,  inhabited  only 
bv  the  savage  beasts  of  the  forest  and  by  the  still  more  sav- 
age Indians  that  roamed  at  v>ill  through  that  part  of  the 
country 

ronr  year-.  L;ief  Vvliile  clearing  land  with  the  assistance 
cI  iii.s  ihree  bo>s.  near  his  little  log  cabin,  a  band  of  Indians 
concealed  in  the  brush  nearby,  shot  and  killed  him.  The 
eldest  boy  rushed  to  the  cabin,  seized  the  ever  ready  rifle 
from  its  accustomed  resting  place  above  the  door,  and  turn- 
ed in  time  to  see  an  Indian  all  decorated  in  war  paint  reach- 


ing  out  to  seize  Thomas  his  six  year  old  brother  who  had 
remained  by  the  side  of  his  dying  father.  Taking  quick 
but  deadly  aim,  he  fired,  killed  the  savage  ere  he  harmed 
Jie  frightened  boy,  who,  in  turn,  fled  to  the  cabin  for  protec 
Lion.  By  his  undaunted  courage  and  his  superior  marks- 
manship this  boy — a  mere  lad — succeeded  in  holding  the  In- 
dians at  a  safe  distance  until  aid  arrived  from  the  nearby 
fort  where  Josiah,  the  second  boy  had  rushed  with  utmost 
speed  at  the  firing  of  the  fatal  shot  which  killed  his  father. 
Thus  it  was  that  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of  the  subject 
under  discussion,  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  tender  age  of 
six  years 

Not  long  after  the  occurence  of  this  incident,  there  also 
emigrated  from  Virginia  to  this  part  of  Kentucky  several 
other  families,  among  who  were  Joseph  and  Nancy  HankK, 
who  brought  with  them  young  Nancy,  a  child  of  some  five 
or  six  years 

Immediately  there  sprang  up  betw<?en  this  little  girl 
and  Thomas  Lincoln  an  innocent,  childish  love  which  never 
wavered  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  Fate  had  so  decreed 
that  they  were  soon  to  be  seperated,  and  that  they  were  not 
to  see  each  other  again  for  twelve  years,  at  which  time  both 
had  reached  maturity. 

In  the  meantime,  Joseph  Hanks  sickened  and  died. 
Within  the  month,  Nancy,  the  mother,  overcome  by  grief, 
also  passed  away.  Thus  we  see  that  both  the  father  and  the 
mother  of  the  future  President  were  thrown  upon  the  mer- 
cies of  a  cold  and  unappreciative  world  at  a  very  tender  age 
After  the  death  of  her  parents,  Nancy  was  taken  to  the  home 
of  an  uncle,  and  grew  into  womanhood  in  his  home  near 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky. 

She  was  admired  and  courted  by  many  of  the  young 
men  of  the  neighboring  town,  among  whom  were  some  of 
the  most  prominent  young  men  of  that  part  of  the  state; 
but  she  had  never  forgotten  the  boy  from  whom  she  had 
been  separated  twelve  years  before. 

One  day  while  conversing  with  friends  in  Elizabeth- 
town  there  appeared  upon  the  scene  the  like  of  which  had 
not  boon  seen  there  for  years,  A  tall  broad-shouldered 
young  man  with  deerskin  breeches  tucked  in  the  top  of  his 
raw  hide  boots,  an  old  fashioned  rifle  in  one  hand  and  a  kit 
of  carpenter  tools  in  the  other,  on  his  head  a  coon  skin  cap 
from  the  rear  of  which  still  protruded  the  tail  of  the  animal 
from  which  the  cap  was  made.  Truly  not  an  imposing  figure 
yet  Nancy  Hanks  immediately  rushed  from  the  crowd  of 
young  men,  dressed  in  broadcloth  though  they  were,  to  the 
side  of  the  newcomer,  for  it  was  none  other  than  Thomas 
Lincoln  the  lover  of  her  childhood  days. 

One  of  these  admirers,  a  man  of  wealth  and  position, 
prevailed  upon  her  to  forsake  her  lover  and  marry  him,  but 
to  no  avail.      According  to  the  records  of  the  County  Clerk's 


office  of  Washington  County,  Kentucky,  a  certified  copy  of 
which  I  have  in  my  possession  these  two,  the  parents  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  were  united  in  matrimony,  on  June  12, 
1806.  Here,  out  of  respect  of  the  memory  of  Nancy  Hanks  as 
well  as  that  of  her  illustrious  son,  I  feel  that  duty  compels 
me  to  mention  one  thing  that  I  would  prefer  to  leave  buried 
with  the  dead,  and  I  offer  as  my  only  excuse  for  allowing  it 
to  enteiT  this  discussion,  is  the  fact  that  almost  every  one 
with  whom  I  have  talked  upon  the  subject  have  heard  the 
damaging  charges. 

Some  have  never  heard  the  charge  disputed,  and  there- 
fore believe  it  to  be  true.  Others  will  say  they  have  heard 
it  disputed  but  frankly  say  they  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
true  or  not.  During  one  of  Lincoln's  heated  political  cam- 
paigns, some  person  for  whom  I  do  not  find  suitable  words 
in  the  Engli.sh  language  to  express  my  contempt,  made  the 
charge  that  Lincoln's  birth  was  not  an  honorable  one  Im- 
mediately the  false  accusation  was  spread  throughout  the 
land.  His  friends,  among  whom  was  the  Hon.  Henry  Wat- 
terson,  though  a  political  enemy,  took  upon  themselves  the 
task  of  making  a  personal  investigation,  and  proved  beyond 
a  shadow  of  doubt  that  the  charge  was  as  false  as  the  heart 
of  the  infamous  individual  who  made  it.  More  than  three 
quarters  of  a  century  have  been  recorded  on  the  scroll  of 
t'me  s'nce  this  damnable  lie  was  started;  more  than  a  hun- 
d'.ed  years  have  passed  since  the  death  of  this  sainted  moth- 
er to  v.'hom  Lincoln  said  he  owed  all  that  he  was  or  ever 
]•  ped  to  be.  and  though  it  has  been  proven  to  be  absolutely 
false,  yet  after  all  this  lapse  of  time  there  are  many  who 
still  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Oh  how  easy  it  is,  by  some  trifling  remark,  some  exag- 
gerated insinuation  of  some  direct  charge,  to  injure  or 
disrupt  the  reputation  of  the  best  of  men  or  the  purest  of 
women,  but  oh  how  difficult  it  is  to  rebuild  that  reputation 
when  once  destroyed. 

Lincoln  on  an  occasion  said,  "Die  when  I  may,  I  want 
it  said  of  me  by  those  who  knew  me  best  that  I  always 
plucked  a  thistle  and  planted  a  flower  wherever  I  thought  a 

flOWe^      V-'-'     '       r,rp,Tr     " 

If  all  men  and  all  women  would  act  in  accordance  with 
the  thought  expressed  in  this  sentence,  many  a  tear  would 
remain  unshed,  many  a  good  and  noble  heart  would  remain 
unbrol^en.  The  first  year  of  the  married  life  of  the  Lin- 
coln's was  spent  in  Elizabethtown  where  Sarah  the  oldest 
child  was  born.  Shortly  after  the  birth  no  doubt,  on  ac- 
count of  poverty  and  partly  on  account  of  the  animosity  he 
had  aroused  by  his  persistent  antagonism  to  slavery,  he  re- 
moved to  a  little  farm  thirteen  miles  away  near  the  town  of 
Hodgensville.  It  was  here  in  the  little  log  cabin  which 
still  stands,  that  Abraham  was  born  Feb.  12,  1809. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Lincoln  were  spent  very  much  as 


were  the  days  of  other  boys  of  the  time  with  this  notable 
exception.  At  this  early  date,  game  of  all  kinds  was  plen- 
tiful and  it  was  the  special  delight  of  most  boys  to  spend 
their  leisure  moments  in  hunting.  Not  so  with  Lincoln. 
He  was  adverse  to  taking  life  in  any  manner,  therefore 
hunting  had  no  attraction  for  him,  and  so  we  find  him  at  a 
very  early  age,  devoting  his  leisure  moments  to  study. 

There  were  no  educational  advantages  in  those  days. 
According  to  his  own  testimony  all  the  schooling  he  receiv- 
ed in  the  school  room  did  not  exceed  ten  or  twelve  months 
and,  under  teachers  who  made  no  pretensions  toward  teach- 
ing anything  beyond  the  three  "R's".  Not  on  account  of 
these  early  disadvantages  but  in  spite  of  them  by  his  un- 
tiring and  persistent  application  to  study,  he  succeeded  in 
acquiring  a  fairly  good  education. 

A.s  we  have  said  before  the  father  was  of  a  restless, 
i<)\i]ig  disposition  so  we  find  him  becoming  dissatisfied 
with  his  little  home  in  Kentucky.  In  the  fall  of  1816,  he 
moved  to  Spencer  County  Indiana  where  he  again  experienc- 
ed the  hardships  of  frontier  life.  Here  it  was  that  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  sickened  and  died. 

It  became  the  painful  duly  of  the  husband  to  go  into 
the  forest,  cut  down  one  of  the  gigantic  trees  v/liich  grew  in 
abundance,  saw  it  into  lumber  with  the  old  fashioned  wliip- 
saw,  and  manufacture  the  coffin  in  which  she  was  laid  to 
rest. 

In  due  time,  realizing  that  his  children  needed  the 
guiding  hand  of  a  mother,  he  returned  to  Kentucky  and 
married  a  Mrs.  Johnson  a  lady  with  whom  he  was  a-'ni'aint- 
ed  before  either  was  married.  A  warm  friendship  g.t-v.  up 
between  her  and  young  Abraham,  and  she  being  an  educat- 
ed and  cultured  lady  for  that  day  and  time,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  she  exerted  over  him  an  influence  which  had 
much  to  do  in  preparing  him  for  the  high  position  in  life  to 
which  he  was  to  be  called. 

About  the  time  of  Lincoln's  21st  birthda>,  the  father  was 
again  seized  with  the  wander-lust,  this  time  wending  his 
way  northward  traveling  by  ox-team  and  wagon,  one  of 
tliem  being  driven  by  Abraham  himself.  They  settled  near 
New  Salem,  some  15  miles  from  Springfield,  In.,  where  the 
father  and  son  built  a  log  cabin,  made  rails  and  fenced  ten 
acres  of  land,  and  placed  it  under  cultivation  the  first  year. 
A  trader  of  the  community  seeing  Lincoln's  robust 
build  and  almost  giant  sti-ength,  and  having  implicit  confi- 
doiice  in  his  honesty,  employed  him  for  the  paltrv  sum     of 


$8.00  per  month  to  build  a  boat,  and  loading  it  with  such 
goods  and  povisions  as  would  find  ready  sale  at  the  various 
plantations,  sent  him  and  another  youth  down  the  Illinois 
river  to  the  Mississippi  and  down  this  river  to  New  Orleans. 
I  will  burden  you  with  but  one  incident  of  that  or  rather 
a  preceeding  voyage.  One  night  while  anchored  at  the  wat- 
er's edge,  being  wrapped  in  peaceful  slumber  they  were 
attacked  by  seven  stalwart  negroes  whose  object  was  to 
murder  them  and  take  possession  of  their  g-oods.  By  their 
superior  strength  and  skill  however  they  succeeded  in  van- 
quishing their  assailants  with  only  slight  injury  to  them- 
selves and  cutting  anchor  drited  on  down  the  river  in  safe- 
ty. Thirty  years  later  these  same  negroes,  if  alive,  togeth- 
er with  four  million  of  thflr  race,  received  their  freedom  at 
the  hands  of  him  whom  they  sought  to  murder. 

The  rest  of  the  trip  was  made  in  safety  and  after  having 
disposed  of  all  their  stores  they  returned  part  of  the  way  by 
steamboat  and  part  of  the  way  on  foot.  Upon  his  arrival 
home  he  accounted  for  every  penny  of  the  money  taken  in, 
and  thus  built  a  reputation  for  honesty  which,  no  doubt, 
had  much  to  do  with  his  future  success. 

After  working  in  the  store  of  the  man  for  whom  he  had 
made  his  voyage  down  the  river,  he  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Berry  bought  a  store  from  the  Herndon  Brothers,  giving 
their  promissory  note  in  payment  for  same.  Tho  unknown 
to  them  at  the  time  they  made  the  purchase,  the  store  was 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  The  business  failed,  and  Berry 
fled  leaving  the  whole  responsibility  on  Lincoln  who  though 
not  able  to  pay  at  the  time,  assumed  not  only  his  debt  but 
also  that  of  his  v>'orthless  partner,  a  debt  which  took  him 
seventeen  years  to  liquidate.  This  debt  could  not  have 
been  collected  by  law,  yet  this  man  whose  honesty  I  have 
never  heard  questioned,  paid  it  to  a  farthing  with  interest. 
thus  again  demonstrating  that  he  was  a  man  in  whom  the 
most  implicit  confidence  could  be  placed.  On  May  7,  1833 
he  was  appointed  post-master  of  New  Saiem,  a  position 
which  he  held  until  1836  when  New  Salem  seems  to  have 
disappearf'd  ""■  '  rhe  nr='+  office  was  moved  to  a  neighbor- 
ing' town,  ^vgain  ilii0\>n  wut  of  employment  he  faced  the 
most  critical  period  of  his  history,  for  he  realized  as  all  men 
who  ever  ve-ich  any  marked  degree  of  success  must  sooner 
or  later  realize,  that  in  order  to  accomplish  anything  worth 
w^hile  he  must  specialize  in  one  particular  line  of  industry. 

His  natural  inclination  was  toward  the  study  of  law, 
but  on  account  of  his  lack  of  education  he  hesitated,  fear- 
ing that  he  could  not  compete  with  the  more  highly  educat- 
ed lawyers  of  his  time.  As  we  look  back  over  the  brilliant 
accomplishments  of  his  future  life,  it  is  amusing,  indeed,  to 
think  that  he  hesitated  for  two  yenrs  ii  u  ohoiee  between 
the  profession  of  law  and  the  trade  of  a     blacksmith.      Had 


he  chosen  the  latter  there  in  little  doubt  that  he  would  have 
made  a  splendid  blacksmith,  but  oh,  what  a  waste  of  energy 
and  what  a  loss  to  himself  and  to  his  country.  I  sometimes 
think  that  other  men,  if  not  all  men,  are  created  for  some 
specific  line  of  work  and  that  if  they  use  their  time  in  prep- 
aration, and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  do  that  work, 
the  Divine  Creator  in  His  own  time  and  in  his  own  way, 
will  point  the  proper  proceedure  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  work.  I  believe  this  was  true  in  the  case  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Prior  to  his  appointment  as  Postmaster  at  New 
Salem,  to  be  mdre  exact  in  the  year  1832  at  the  age  of  2  3 
he  entered  the  race  for  the  legislature,  and  tho  he  was  little 
known  outside  of  his  immediate  community,  and  tho  he  had 
only  ten  days  in  which  to  make  a  canvass  of  the  district, 
and  notwithstanding,  the  fact  that  he  was  defeated,  he  made 
a  showing  for  which  he  had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed.  I 
might  add  that  this  was  the  only  time  in  his  history  that  he 
met  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the  people. 

Two  years  later,,  encouraged  by  the  vote,  he  had  re- 
ceived at  the  previous  election,  he  again  entered  the 
race  and  was  elected.  Being  brought  into  contact  with 
men  more  highly  educated  than  any  with  whom  he  had  ever 
before  associated  and  having  plenty  of  spare  time  for  study, 
and  receiving  encouragement  from  his  associates,  he  decided 
to  begin  the  study  of  law. 

He  was  re-elected  in  the  elections  of  36-38  and  40  at 
the  end  of  which  he  voluntarily  retired  It  cannot  be  said 
that  he  made  a  specially  brilliant  record  during  his  career 
as  a  legislator;  yet  he  must  have  stood  well  with  his  col- 
leagues for  at  the  last  two  terms  of  which  he  was  a  member 
he  was  the  choice  of  his  party  for  speaker,  but  being  in  the 
minority,  he  of  course  was  defeated. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  legislature  he  devoted  his 
entire  time  to  the  study  and  practice  of  law;  though  it  is 
true  that  in  conventions  which  nominated  candidates  for 
Congress  in  the  year  1842  and  also  in  1844  he  was  an  aspir- 
ant for  that  office. 

Two  years  later  his  political  aspirations  were  gratified 
as  he  was  elected  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  thir- 
tieth congress.  Here  as  in  the  Legislature  he  did  not  dis- 
play any  unusual  ability  but  was  a  hard  w^orker  and  stood 
firm  for  his  convictions. 

I  shall  not  deal  extensively  with  his  congressional  record 
hut  there  is  one  thing  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  be- 
<^ause  it  shows  the  trend  of  his  mind  at  that  early  date  and 
because  it  leads  up  to  some  of  his  great  deeds  in  after  life. 
The  slavery  question  was  becoming  one  of  national     promi- 


nence.  It  was  agitated  in  the  minds  of  the  leaders  of  both 
north  and  south.  The  issues  between  them  were  so  clearly- 
drawn  that  any  one  could  understand.  The  North  demand- 
ed that  slavery  be  confined  to  the  States  in  which  it  already 
exioted,  the  South  claimed  that  it  could  be  lawfully  extend- 
ed to  any  part  of  the  country.  In  all  the  history  of  Lincoln 
which  I  have  read  I  do  not  find  a  single  instance  in  which 
he  claimed  that  Congress  had  any  constitutional  rijfht  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  the  states  where  it  already  existed. 
Maryland  and  Virginia  were  both  slave  states.  They  had 
ceded  to  the  federal  government  a  strip  of  land  on  either  side 
of  the  Potomac  as  a  loca.ion  of  the  National  Capital,  and  in 
doing  so  gave  up  all  rights  they  had  as  states,  and  it  natur- 
ally fell  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  National  Congress. 

According  to  Lincoln's  own  statement  there  had  been 
maintained  for  fifty  years  within  sight  of  the  windows  of 
the  Capital,  a  .sort  of  negro  livery  stable,  where  droves  of 
negroes  were  collected,  temporarily  kept,  and  finally  taken 
to  southern  markets,  precisely  like  droves  of  horses.  His 
very  nature  revolted  at  this  traffic  in  human  lives. 

He  already  entertained  the  idea  which  he  later,  during 
his  term  as  president,  urged  upon  both  houses  of  Congress, 
that  the  only  just  mode  of  getting  rid  of  the  institution  of 
slavery  was  by  a  system  of  compensated  emancipation,  giv- 
ing freedom  to  the  slave  and  a  money  indemnity  to  the 
owner.  Believing  this  to  be  the  only  just  and  consistent  way 
of  settling  the  contrcrversy  he  introduced  in  congress  a  care- 
fully prepared  bill  providing  for  the  abolishment  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  upon  the  following  terms :- 

P^irst:  That  the  laws  should  be  adopted  by  a  popular 
vote  in  the  district. 

becuiid:  A  ti.inporary  system  of  apprenticeship  and 
gradual  emancipation  for  children  born  of  slave  mothers 
after  January  1,  1850. 

Third:  The  government  to  pay  cash  value  for  slaves 
voluntarily  manumitted  by  their  owners. 

Fourth:  Prohibiting  bringing  slaves  into  the  District 
or  selling  them  out  of  it. 

Fifth:  Providing  that  government  officers,  citizens  of 
slave  states  might  bring  with  them  and  take  away  again 
their  slave  house-servants. 

Sixth:  Leaving  the  existing  fugitive-slave  law  in  force. 

In  spite  of  the  justice  and  simplicity  of  this  bill,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict were  anxious  for  its  passage,  the  bill  was  never  allowed 
to  come  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  Lincoln  retired  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  resum- 
ed the  practice  of  law.  For  a  time  he  seems  to  have  lost  all 
interest  in  politics,  and  no  doubt  would  have  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  the  practice  of  law.  had  not     congress 


at  this  time  repealed  the  famous  Missouri  Compromise  Bill, 
which  again  threw  both  North  and  South  into  a  teverisli 
heat  of  excitement  and  which  according  to  Lincoln's  own 
words,  aroused  him  as  he  had  never  been  aroused  before. 

The  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  wns  not  effect- 
ed until  May  1S50  and  from  that  time  till  the  elections  the 
following  fall,  intense  excitement  prevailed  tliroughoitt  the 
country.  Upon  two  previous  occasions  that  great  peace- 
loving  statesman.  Henry  Clay,  by  his  supreme  eloquence  had 
succeeded  in  having  a  bill  passed  which  for  a  time  lulled  to 
rest  the  passions  of  his  countrymen,  thus  postponing  for  a 
lime  the  war  that  inevitably  must  come.  The  time  had  al- 
most if  not  quite  arrived  when  the  issue  would  down  at  no 
man's  bidding.  Lincoln  seems  to  have  taken  no  part  in  the 
pttblic  discussions  until  September  following  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  Compromise  in  May,  though  it  may  be  assumed 
that  he  used  the  intervening  time  in  study  and  preparation 
frr  the  Herculean  task  which  he  later  voluntarily  took  upon 
himself.  Excitement  ran  high  everywhere:  men  who  had 
D  ^n  lifelong  friends  weie  at  dagger's  point.  In  some  cases 
li'.L.ibcrs  of  the  same  family  v.ore  at  each  othei's  throat. 
The  time  had  passed  when  it  was  vrithin  the  power  of  any 
man  to  allay  the  passions  of  the  different  factions.  With 
this  state  of  affairs  existing  and  with  the  regular  elections 
coming  on  we  find  the  r:io  t  prominent  leaders  of  all  fac- 
tions assembling  at  the  fair  grour.ds  at  Springfield.  Illinois. 
Judge  Steven  A.  Doitglas.  the  leading  factor  in  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  Compromi.^e.  had  an  appointment  to  speak  on 
that  occasion  and  in  their  search  for  some  one  lo  opp-v?  him 
the  opposition  unanimously  selected  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Truly  tv.o  grtat  intellects  had  clashed. 

Dougla.=s  was  knovm  throughout  the  Countrv  a^  pji  able 
and  forceful  speaker.  Lincoln  at  that  time  wi'.-  scarcely 
known  outside  the  borders  of  his  own  state.  As  to  v\-ho  got 
the  better  of  this  debate  and  the  others  which  followed  will 
be  determined  by  each  individual  according  to  whether  he 
is  in  sympathy  v%ith  the  one  or  the  other.  At  any  rate  so 
convincing  were  his  arguments  so  forcible  his  language  that 
Lincoln,  quite  unexpected  to  himself  .immediately  found 
himself  thrust  forward  as  a  power  in  national  politics.  Some 
of  the  ideas  expressed  in  those  debates  will  live  as  long  as 
the  world  stands. 

In  his  Peorin  speech  in  speaking  of  the  slavery     question 
he  tised  the  following  language: 

I  hate  Slavery  because  of  the  monstrotis     injustice     of 


slavery  itself.  I  hate  slavery  because  it  deprives  our  repub- 
lican example  of  its  just  influence  in  the  world;  enables  the 
enemies  of  free  institutions,  with  plausibility,  to  taunt  us  as 
hypocrites;  causes  the  real  friends  of  freedom  to  doubt  our 
sincerity,  and  especially  because  it  forces  so  many  good  men 
among  ourselves  into  an  open  war  with  the  very  fundamntal 
principals  of  civil  liberty,  criticizing  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  insisting  that  there  is  no  right  principal  or 
action  but  self-interest Slavery  is  founded  in  the  selfish- 
ness of  man's  nature,  opposition  to  it  in  his  love  of  justice 

These  principles  are  an  eternal  antagonism  and  when 
brought  into  collision  so  fiercely  as  slavery  extension  brings 
them,  shakes  and  throes  and  convulsions  must  ceaselessly 
follow.  Repeal  the  Missouri  Compromise,  repeal  all  com- 
promises, repeal  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  repeal  all 
past  hiEtory,  you  still  cannot  repeal  human  nature.  It  still 
will  be  the  abundance  of  man's  heart  that  slavery  extension 
is  wrong,  and  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  heart  his  mouth 
will  continue  to  speak. 

Again  he  said: 

"The  doctrine  of  self-government  is  right — absolutely 
and  etrnally  right  but  it  has  no  just  application  as  here  at- 
tempted. Or  perhaps  I  shoud  rather  say,  that  whether  it 
Las  such  application  depends  upon  whether  a  negro  is  not 
or  is  a  man.  If  he  is  not  a  man,  in  that  case,  he  who  is  a 
r.an  may  as  a  matter  of  self-government  do  just  what  he 
p.ease.<  with  him,  but  if  the  negro  is  a  man,  is  it  not  to  that 
extent  a  total  destruction  of  self  government  to  say  that  he 
.00  shall  not  govern  himself?  \Vhen  the  white  man  governs 
himself  and  also  governs  another  man,  that  is  more  than 
self-government — that  is  despotism." 

I  particularly  object  to  the  new  position  which  the  avow- 
ed principal  of  this  Nebraska  law  gives  to  slavery  in  the 
body  politic.  I  object  to  it  because  it  assumes  that  there 
can  be  moral  right  in  the  enslaving  of  one  man  by  another. 
1  object  to  it  as  a  dangerous  alliance  for  a  free  people,  a  sad 
evidence  that,  feeling  prosperity,  v/e  forget  right;  that  liber- 
ty as  a  prin<:'ipal  we  have  ceased  to  revere.  Little  by  little 
but  stca..:i  ,. :  ru\i.'.-  :..rrch  to  the  grave,  we  have  been  giv- 
ing up  tile  Old  iOi  tiie  new  faith.  Near  eighty  years  ago  v/e 
began  by  declaring  that  all  men  are  created  equal;  but  now 
from  that  beginning  we  have  run  down  to  the  other  decla- 
ration that  for  some  men  to  enslave  others,  is  a  "sacred 
right  of  self-government."  These  principals  cannot  stand 
together.      Tliey  are  as  opposite  as  God  and  Mammon." 

Again  on  another  occasion  he  used  the  follov\-ing  for- 
cible language: 

"A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand."  I  be- 
lieve this  government  cannot  endure  permanently,  half  slave 
and  half  free.      I  do  not  expect  the  Union  to  be  dissolved — 


I  do  not  expect  the  house  to  fall  bat  I  do  expect  it  will  cease 
to  be  divided.  It  will  become  all  one  thing  (  r  all  the  other. 
Either  the  opponents  of  slavery  will  arrest  the  further 
spread  of  it,  and  place  it  where  the  public  mind  shall  rest 
in  the  belief  that  it  is  in  course  of  ultin.ate  extinction;  or 
its  advocates  will  push  forward  till  it  shall  become  alike 
in  all  the  States,  old  as  well  as  new.  North  as  well  as 
South. 

Little  did  he  dream  at  this  time  that  in  his  hands  would 
be  placed  the  power,  and  upon  his  shoulders  the  responsi- 
bility of  determining  whether  or  not  slavery  should  cease  to 
exist.  V,  e  will  pass  rapidly  over  the  succeeding  events  to 
the  next  Presidential  election. 

Though  he  was  almost  the  last  man  to  realize  it,  he  had 
become  by  his  able  discussion  of  the  slavery  question,  a  fig- 
ure of  national  prominence.  Almost  a  year  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  National  convention  an  enthusiastic  friend,  an  ed- 
itor of  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  Illinois,  had  requested 
permission  to  announce  him  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
but  Lincoln  discouraged  such  action  by  answering,  "I  cer- 
tainly am  ;ila tiered  and  gratified  that  some  partial  friends 
think  of  me  in  that  connection;  but  I  really  think  it  best 
for  our  cause  that  no  concerted  effort  such  as  you  suggest, 
should  be  made." 

As  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  convention  drew  near 
a  body  of  influential  friends  waited  upon  him  and  insisted 
that  he  allow  them  to  enter  his  name  in  the  contest.  This 
he  finally  agreed  to  do,  not  with  any  hope  of  securing  the 
coveted  prize,  but  believing  that  if  he  could  make  a  consid- 
erable shoY\ing  of  strength  in  the  convention,  it  might  en- 
able him  to  secure  a  senatorship  of  his  state.  Lincoln  stood 
high  v/ith  the  citizenship  of  his  own  siate  so  the  men  chosen 
at  Springfield  as  delegates  to  the  national  convention  at  Chi- 
cago, were  his  friends  and  were  men  of  ability  thus  being 
able  to  exert  a  great  influnee  in  his  behalf  among  the  dele- 
f:ates  at  the  National  Convention.  Lincoln  did  not  attend 
the  Chicago  ccnvention  humorously  saying  that  he  was  too 
much  of  a  candidate  to  attend  and  not  enough  of  a  candi- 
date to  stay  away. 

The  delegates  assembled  in  the  Wigwam,  a  large  tempo- 
rary building  erected  especially  for  the  purpose.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  William  H.  Seward  was  the  personal 
choice  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  convention,  but 
on  account  of  his  strong  anti-slavery  views  he  had  become 
obnoxious  to  a  few  of  the  pivotal  states;  thus  making  his  de- 


feai  c  .<tin  in  case  oa  ua  nomination.  Lincoln  was  anti- 
sla^•  vy  but  not  .n  abolitionist.  Each  had  a  strong  follow- 
ing  The  balloting  begai.  on  the  third  day.  The  first  bal- 
lot gavAe  Saward  17 3  ^H  votes,  Lincoln  102,  the  remainder  go- 
ing to  ti^/orite  sons  of  different  states.  Erv^idently  the  bat- 
tle was  between  these  two.  On  second  the  delegation  of  va- 
rious states  after  having  cast  a  complimentaiT  vote  for  their 
favorite,  began  to  drift  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  lead- 
ing candidates. 

The  close  of  the  second  ballot  disclosed  the  fact  that 
Seward  had  received  184  votes  and  Lincoln  181,  and  a  burst 
of  applause  which  v/as  checked  with  difficulty  by  the  chair- 
man, shook  the  building  to  its  very  foundation.  Quiet  be- 
ing restored,  and  after  a  hasty  and  excited  consultation  of 
various  vote  delegations,  the  third  ballot  began,  and  after 
counting  up  the  votes  it  w^as  found  that  Lincoln  had  321i, 
Sew^ard  180.  Two  hundred  and  thirty  three  votes  being 
necessary  to  a  choice,  it  was  observed  that  Lincoln  was 
v/ith-in  Hi  votes  of  the  nomination.  A  death-like  quiet 
prevailed  in  the  room,  each  wondering  what  the  next  move 
v.'ould  be.  They  had  not  long  to  wait,  for  David  K.  Carter 
sprang  from  his  seat  and  reported  the  change  of  4  Ohio 
votes  from  Chase  to  Lincoln. 

Pandimonium  broke  loose,  meen  cheered,  cannons  roar- 
ed ?;!  d  telegraph  wires  spread  the  news  through  the  country 
t'l.a  Lmcoln  the  rail  splitter  was  the  nominee  for  president 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  meantime  the  Democratic  party 
a  ■5(?:".ibled  in  convention  and  found  themselves  hopelessly 
di^  ided  on  the  slavery  question.  One  faction  nominated 
Judge  Douglas  who  regarded  slavery  as  being  purely  a  state 
question,  and  that  each  state  had  right  to  accept  or  reject 
it  as  they  sav/  fit.  Another  faction,  the  Buchanan,  declar- 
ed slavery  to  be  right  and  beneficial,  and  pledging  its  exten- 
sion, nominated  John  C.  Breckenridge  of  Kentucky.  Still 
another  faction  ignoring  the  question  entirely  nomiated 
John  Bell  of  Tennessee.  These  four  entered  the  battle  for 
the  Presidency  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Even  before  hi.s  inauguraton  war  clouds  hung  ominous- 
]'^  on  the  ho  iron.  This  being  intended  as  a  discourse  on  the 
life  of  Li-Koln  and  not  a  discussion  oi  the  civil  war;  and 
having  neither  time  nor  the  inclination  to  bring  be,fore  you 
the  man}^  unpleasant  happenings  of  that  terrific  struggle,  i 
shall  content  myself  with  mentioning  only  those  thing.-, 
v/hich  have  a  tendency  to  portray  the  beauties  and  noble- 
ness of  character  in  the  life  of  him  whom  I  am  so  feeblv 
trying  to  eulogize.  Much  as  I  admire,  love  and  honor  the 
m-emory  of  Lincoln,  T  ray  to  you  frankly  that  I  would  rather 


my  arm  be  severed  from  my  body,  rather  than  knowingly, 
in  trying-  to  eulogize  him,  utter  one  word  that  would  cast  a 
reflection  upon  the  honesty,  integrity  or  courage  of  the 
noble  sons  of  the  south  who  opposed  him. 

The  people  of  the  North  and  those  of  the  South  had 
grown  up  under  entirely  different  environments.  Those 
of  the  South  had  grown  up  surrounded  by  slavery  which  was 
tolerated  if  not  sanctioned  by  the  national  Government,  un- 
til they  regarded  slavery  as  an  inalienable  right  with  which 
no  man,  nor  set  of  men,  had  a  right  to  interfere. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  of  the  North  not  coming  in 
direct  contact  with  slavery,  and  no  doubt  hearing  many  ex- 
aggerated rumors  of  cruelties  prepetrated  on  the  slaves  of 
the  southern  states,  and  believing  that  slavery  had  no  place 
in  a  government  whose  very  foundation  rock  was  built  upon 
the  principle  that  "all  men  are  created  free  and  equal," 
felt  it  their  duty  at  least  to  prevent  its  spreading  to  states 
where  it  did  not  exist. 

With  these  conditions  existing,  and  with  the  two  fac- 
tions practically  at  war  Abraham  Lincoln  was  inaugurated 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  most  critical  period  of 
its  history. 

His  greatest  desire  was  to  avoid  war.  In  substantia- 
tion of  this  fact  I  quote  from  his  inaugural  address,  in  which 
after  making  an  earnest  plea  against  the  folly  of  disunion 
and  in  favor  of  maintaining  peace  and  fraternal  good  will, 
he  used  the  following  language: 

"One  section  of  our  country  believes  slavery  is  right 
and  ought  to  be  extended,  while  the  other  believes  it  is 
wrong  and  ought  not  be  extended;  that  is  the  only  substan- 
tial dispute.  Physically  speaking,  we  cannot  separate.  We 
cannot  remove  our  respective  sections  from  each  other,  and 
not  build  an  impassive  wall  between  them.  A  husband  and 
vvi/fe  may  be  divorced  and  go  out  of  the  presence  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  each  other;  but  the  differnt  parts  of  our  coun- 
try cannot  do  this.  They  cannot  but  remain  face  to  face, 
and  intercourse,  either  amicable  or  hostile  must  continue 
between  them.  Is  it  possible,  then,  to  make  that  intercourse 
moie  advantageous  or  more  satisf actor/  after  separation 
than  before?  Can  aliens  make  treaties  easier  than  friends 
can  make  laws?  Can  treaties  be  more  faithfully  enforced 
between  aliens,  than  laws  can  among  ifriends?  Suppose  you 
go  to  w^ar,  you  cannot  fight  always;  and  when,  after  much 
loss  on  both  sides  and  no  gain  on  either  you  cease  fighting, 
the  identical  old  questions  as  to  terms  of  intercourse  are 
again  upon  you.  In  Your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow- 
countrymen,  and  not  in  mine,  is  the  momentous  issue  of 
civil  war.  The  government  will  not  assail  you.  You  can 
have  no  conflict  without  being  yourselves  the  aggressors.  I 
am  loath  to  close,  we  are  not  enemies,  but  friends.  We  must 
not  be  enemies.  Though  passion  may  have  strained,  it 
must  not  break  our  bonds  of  affection." 


But  war  was  on  and  it  was  beyond  the  power  of  any 
man  to  stop  it.  I  question  if  there  was  a  man  in  Lincoln's 
cabinet  who  in  the  start,  did  not  believe  himself  to  be  su- 
perior to  his  chief,  and  better  able  to  grapple  with  the 
mighty  questions  that  constantly  come  up  for  adjustment, 
but  there  ]iever  was  a  time,  from  the  day  he  took  his  seat 
until  the  day  he  died  at  the  hand  of  a  cowardly  assassin 
that  he  did  not  have  complete  control  of  the  situation. 

He  was  born  a  leader,  and  though  ever  ready  to  advise 
Tvilh  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  he  reserved  unto  himself 
the  final  decision  of  all  important  questions.  The  first  to 
have  this  fact  forcibly  thrust  upon  him  was  Mr.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State.  Barely  a  month  had  elapsed  after  the 
inauguration  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  when  Mr.  Seward  handed  him 
a  document  entitled,  "Some  thoughts  for  the  president's 
consideration."  Never  in  all  history  before  or  since  has  such 
instrument  of  writing  passed  between  a  cabinet  officer  and 
his  chief.  We  have  not  space  to  give  the  note  in  full  but 
it  said  in  substance,  Mr.  Presideht  you  have  reached  the  end 
of  the  first  month  of  your  administration,  and  are  yet  with- 
out a  policy,  either  domestic  or  foreign.  The  administra- 
tion should  cease  talking  about  slavery  and  emphasize  the 
question  of  union  or  disunion.  You  should  demand  an  ex- 
planation of  France  and  Spain,  and  if  they  do  not  give  sat- 
isfactory replies  you  should  convene  congress  and  declare 
war  on  theai  at  once.  But  whatever  policy  we  adopt,  there 
must  be  an  energetic  prosecution  in  it.  For  this  purpose  it 
must  be  somebody's  business  to  pursue  and  direct  it  inces- 
santly. Either  the  President  must  do  it  himelf,  and  be  all 
the  while  active  in  it.  or  devolve  it  on  some  member  of  his 
cabinet.  Once  adopted,  debate  on  it  must  end,  and  all  agree 
and  abide.  It  is  not  in  my  especial  province.  But,  neither 
seel:  to  evade  nor  assume  responsibility. 

Could  you  for  a  moment  imagine  a  more  egotistic  or 
insulting  letter.  Most  men  under  similar  circumstances 
would  have  become  enraged,  and  answered  with  the  most 
abusive  language  at  his  command.  Not  so  with  Lincoln. 
In  spite  of  the  glowing  insult  this  diamond  in  the  rough 
this  uneducated  scholar,  this  even  tempered  statesman,  with 
out  the  least  show  of  resentment,  and  with  cool  head  and  a 
calm  heart,  answered  that  letter  that  very  night,  as  only  a 
statesman  of  the  highest  and  noblest  character  could  have 
answered. 

Not  a  word  needed  to  be  added,  and  not  a  word     could 
have  been  left  unsaid  without     lessening  its     effect     as     a 
whole.      It  is  worth  repeating  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
.show  how  a  great  man  conducts  himself  under     trying     cir- 
cumstances.     I  read  his  answer: 

EXECUTIVE  MANSION:   April  1,   1861.— Hon.  W.     H. 


Seward — My  Dear  Sir:  Since  parting  with  you  I  have  been 
considering  your  paper  dated  this  day  and  entitled  "some 
thoughts  for  the  President's  consideration."  The  first 
proposition  in  it  is,  "we  are  at  the  end  of  a  month's  admin- 
istration and  yet  are  without  a  policy,  either  domestic,  or 
foreign." 

At  the  beginning  of  that  month  in  the  inaugural  I  said 
"The  power  coiufided  to  me  will  be  used  to  hold,  occupy  and 
possess  the  property  and  places  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  collect  the  duties  and  imports'.  This  had  your 
approval  at  the  time;  and  taken  in  connection  with  the  or- 
der I  immediately  gave  General  Scott,  directing  him  to  em- 
ploy every  means  in  his  power  to  streng"then  and  hold  the 
forts,  comprises  the  exact  domestic  policy  you  urge,  with 
the  single  exception  that  it  does  not  propose  to  abandon 
Fort  Sumter. 

The  news  received  yesterday  in  regard  to  Santo  Domin- 
go certainly  brings  a  new  item  within  the  range  of  our  iov- 
ei^n  policy,  but  up  to  that  time  we  have  been  preparing  cir- 
riii.M.-  and  instructions  to  ministers  and  the  like  all  in  per- 
fect harmony  without  even  a  suggestion  that  we  hud  no  for- 
eign policy. 

Upon  your  closing  proposition  That  "Whatever  policy 
we  adopt  there  must  be  an  energetic  prosecution  of  it. 

"For  this  purpose  it  must  be  somebody's  business  to  pur- 
sue and  direct  it  incessantly. 

Either  the  President  must  do  it  himself,  and  be  all  the 
while  acitve  in  it,  or  devolve  it  upon  some  member  of  liis 
cabinet. 

"Once  adopted,  debates  must  end,  and  all  agree  and 
abide."  I  remark  that  if  this  be  done,  I  must  do  it.  When 
a  general  line  of  policy  is  adopted,!  apprehend  there  is  no 
danger  of  its  being  changed  without  good  reason,  or  coi' tin- 
ning to  be  a  subject  of  unnecessary  debate.  Still  upon 
points  arising  in  its  progress,  I  wish,  and  suppose  I  am  en- 
titled to  have  the  advice  of  all  the  Cabinet. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A  Lincoln. 
So  kind,  yet  so  consclusive  was  the  argument  that  Mr. 
Seward  stepped  back  into  his  place,  no  doubt  realizing  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  fully  capable  of  conducting  his  own  affairs 
and  so  far  as  is  known  neither  ever  referred  to  the  corres- 
pondence again. 

As  further  evidence  of  the  fact  that  Seward  realized  that 
he  had  come  in  contact  with  a  real  leader  of  men,  .  In 
.speaking  of  a  Cabinet  meeting  a  short  time  after,  he  said 
tliore  was  but  one  vote  cast  and  that  was  by  Lincoln.   It  is 


true  that  he  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  decid- 
ing all  important  questions  during  the  entire  war,  not  shift- 
ing it  upon  any  other  man's  slioulders,  never  wavering  from 
what  he  believed  to  be  right. 

Another  matter  of  continuous  annoyance  between  him 
and  members  of  his  Cabinet,  as  well  as  some  of  the  leading 
generals  of  the  army  was  what  they  pleased  to  term  his 
abuse  of  the  pardoning  power.  With  all  his  strength  and 
power,  his  heart  was  as  tender  as  that  of  a  woman,  so  much 
so  that  he  granted  many  pardons  almost  if  not  entirely, 
without  apparent  reason.  This  proceedure  was  strongly 
opposed  by  those  in  command  of  the  army  who  claimed  it 
to  be  impossible  to  maintain  obedience  to  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulatns  of  the  army,  so  long  as  such  leniency  was  extended 
to  the  transgressors  of  tiiose  rules  and  regulations. 

It  is  said  that  on  one  occasion  a  commander  actually 
cut  the  wire  leading  from  the  Executive  Mansion  to  his  of- 
fice in  order  to  prevent  executive  clemency  being  extended 
some  prisoners  who  had  been  condemned  to  death.  This 
lovely  trait  of  his  character  is  beautifully  portrayed  in  the 
story  told  by  Mr.  John  B.  Ally  of  Boston  who  having  occa- 
sion to  visit  the  White  House  on  three  consecutive  days  no- 
ticed, on  each  occasion  an  old  white  haired  man  waiting  in 
VA\  outer  hall  silently  weeping.  The  third  day,  touched  by 
I  lie  sad  spectacle,  he  accosted  the  man,  and  ascertained  that 
he  had  a  son  sentenced  to  death,  and  was  trying  to  reach 
ihe  President.  "Come  along,"  said  Ally  "and  I  will  take  you 
to  the  President."  Mr.  Lincoln  listened  patiently  to  the 
Old  man's  story,  and  with  tears  in  his  own  eyes,  replied, 
that  he  had  just  received  a  telegram  from  the  commanding 
General  imploring  him  not  to  interfere.  The  broken  heart- 
ed old  man.  believing  all  was  lost,  cast  a  last  despairing 
look  at  the  President  and  started  toward  the  door.  Ere  he 
had  cached  it  ho,wever,  the  President  called  him  back,  and 
said,  "The  General  may  telegraph  and  telegraph,  but  I  am 
going  to  pardon  that  young  man".  He  immediately  sent  a 
dispatch  directing  that  sentence  be  suspended  until  such  a 
time  as  he  himself  should  order  execution.  Upon  hearing 
this,  the  old  man  again  burst  into  tears,  exclaiming  between 
sobs,  "Mr.  President,  that  is  not  a  pardon,  you  merely  hold 
up  the  sentence  of  my  boy  until  you  can  order  him  to  be 
shot."  Lincoln  turned  quickly  and  in  a  tender  voice  calcu- 
lated to  ailay  his  gravest  fears  said:  "Go  along,  old  man. 
go  in  peace.  If  your  son  lives  till  I  order  him  shot  he  will 
live  to  be  as  old  as  Methuselah." 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  enumerate  the  many  sim- 
ilar incidents  in  his  life,  for  they  were  of  almost  daily  occur- 
rence.     Always  showing  strength  and  power,  yet  ever  tern- 


pering  justice  witli  sympathy  and  tolerance. 

A  beautiful  trait  of  his  character  is  very  forcibly  brought 
out  in  his  letter  to  his  step  brother,  who  it  seems,  was  con- 
tinually calling  upon  him  for  pecuniary  aid.  I  am  go- 
ing to  read  this  letter  not  because  it  contains  any  special 
value  from  a  literary  standpoint,  but  because  of  the  vital 
truths  expressed  therein,  truths  just  as  applicable  to  life 
today  as  in  the  days  of  Lincoln  and  will  be  just  as  applic- 
able to  life  fifty  or  a  hunred  years  hence,  as  it  is  today. 
Here  is  the  letter: 

Springfield,  Jan.  2,  1851 — Dear  Brother:  Your  request 
for  eighty  dollars  I  do  not  think  it  best  to  comply  with.  At 
the  various  times  I  have  helped  you  a  little  you  have  said: 
"Vv'e  can  get  along  very  well  now.',  but  in  a  short  time  I  find 
you  in  the  same  difficulty  again.  Now  this  can  only  hap- 
pen through  some  defect  in  you.  What  that  defect  is  I 
think  I  know.  You  are  not  lazy,  and  still  you  are  an  idler. 
I  doubt  vfhether  since  I  saw  you,  you  have  done  a  good, 
whole  day's  work,  in  any  one  day.  You  do  not  very  much 
dislilie  to  work,  and  still  you  do  not  work  much,  merely  be- 
cause it  does  not  seem  to  you  you  get  enough  for  it.  This 
habit  of  uselessly  wasting  time  is  the  whole  difficulty.  It 
is  vastly  important  to  you,  and  still  more  to  your  children 
that  you  break  the  habit. 

You  are  now  in  need  of  some  money,  and  what  I  pro- 
pose is  that  you  go  to  work  "tooth  and  nail",  for  somebody 
who  will  give  you  money  for  it.  Let  father  and  your  boys 
take  charge  of  your  things  at  home,  prepare  for  a  crop  and 
make  the  crop,  and  you  go  work  for  the  best  money  wages 
you  can  get,  or  in  discharge  of  any  debt  you  owe,  and  to  se- 
cure you  a  fair  reward  for  your  labor,  I  promise  you  that  for 
every  dollar  you  will  get  for  your  labor  between  this  and 
the  1st  of  May,  either  in  money  or  on  your  indebtedness  I 
will  then  give  you  one  other  dollar.  By  this  if  you  hire 
yourself  for  ten  dollars  a  month,  from  me  you  will  get  ten 
dollars  more,  making  twenty  dollars. 

In  this  I  do  not  mean  that  you  shall  go  off  to  St,  Louis 
or  the  lead  mines  in  Missouri,  or  the  gold  mines  in  Califor- 
nia, but  I  mean  for  you  to  go  at  it  for  the  best  wages  you 
can  get  close  to  home  in  Coles  County.  If  you  will  do  this 
you  will  soon  be  out  of  debt,  and,  what  is  hetter,  you  will 
have  acquired  a  habit  which  will  keep  you  from  getting  in 
debt  again.  But  if  I  should  now  clear  you  out  of  debt,  next 
year  you  would  be  just  as  deep  in  deht  as  ever. 

You  say  you  would  almost  give  your  place  in  Heaven 
for  seventy  or  eighty  dollars?  Then  you  value  your  place 
in  Heaven  very  cheap,  for  I  am  sure  you  can,  with  the  offer 
I  make,  get  the  seventy  or  eighty  dollars  for  four  or  five 
months  work. 

You  said  if  I  will  lend  you  the  money,  you  will  deea 
me  the  land  and  if  you  don't  pay  the  money  back,  you  will 


deliver  possession.     Nonsense;  if  you  cannot  now  live  with 
the  land,  how  will  you  then  live  without  it? 

You  have  always  been  kind  to  me,  and  I  do  not  mean  to 
be  unkind  to  you.  On  the  contrary,  if  you  will  but  follow 
my  advice,  it  will  be  worth  eighty  times  eighty  dollars  to 
you. 

Affectionately  your  brother, 

A.  Lincoln 

Any  young  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  who  will  close- 
ly study  the  contents  of  this  letter  and  put  the  thoughts 
therein  expressed  into  practice  will  scarcely  fail  to  succeed. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  read  never  at 
any  time,  claimed  any  constitutional  right,  or  expressed  a 
desire  to  free  the  slaves  in  states  where  it  lawfully  existed, 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  without  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  a  just  remuneration. 

He  had,  however,  naturally  considered,  and  in  his  own 
mind  adopted  a  plan  of  dealing  with  the  question,  the  same 
plan  he  had  introduced  in  congress  for  dealing  with  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  plan  of  compensated  abol- 
ishment. The  little  state  of  Delaware  contained  within  its 
boundary  only  1798  slaves.  The  President  proposed 
through  the  representative  of  that  State  a  scheme  for  the 
gradual  emancipation  of  the  1798  slaves,  on  the  payment  of 
the  United  States  government,  at  the  rate  of  $400.00  for 
each  slave  in  annual  installments  extending  over  a  period  of 
thirty  one  years.  He  believed  that  if  he  could  induce  one 
state  to  adopt  the  plan,  its  feasibility  would  be  proven,  and 
that  other  states  would  likewise  adopt  it.  The  law  makers 
of  the  State  of  Delaware  savN-  fit  to  reject  the  proposition. 

Not  d^scourapfed  by  defeat,  the  President,  a  short  time 
later  sent  a  speciul  message  to  congress  in  which  he  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

"RESOLVED,  That  the  United  States  ought  to  cooperate 
with  any  state  which  may  adopt  gradual  abolishment  of  sla- 
very, giving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be  used  by  such 
state,  in  its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  the  inconveniences 
public  and  private,  produced  by  such  change  of  system." 

Though  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  both  Houses  of 
Congress  its  terms  were  ne^er  accepted  by  any  slave  state. 
In  answer  to  objections  made  by  opponents  of  the  resolu- 
tions, who  believed  in  the  plan  to  be  too  expensive,  Lincoln 
used  the  following  forcible  language.  "Less  than  one  half 
day's  cost  of  this  war  would  pay  for  all  the  slaves  in  Dela- 
ware at  four  hundred  dollars  per  head.  Less  than  eighty 
seven  days  cost  of  this  war  would  at  the  same  price  pay  for 
all  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Kentucky 
and  Missouri."  I  might  add  that  one  does  not  have  to  be  an 
expert  historian  to  know  that  by  adding  the  indirect  cost  of 
the  war  such  as  pensions  etc..  to  the  original  cost,  enough 


money  has  been  paid  out  to  have  bought  everj   slave  in  the 
union  and  still  have  a  large  surplus  left. 

From  the  time  war  was  declared  until  the  day  of  his 
death  the  slavery  question  was  of  secondary  consideration 
to  Lincoln,  his  main  object,  in  fact  his  only  object,  being  to 
save  the  union  which  he  had  sworn  to  preserve  and  defend. 
If  you  doubt  this  statement  I  have  but  to  refer  you  to  his 
remark  to  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  vice  president  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  who  was  one  of  the  delegates  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  national  authorities  to  see  if 
some  means  could  not  be  devised  to  restore  peace.  During 
the  conference  which  came  to  naught,  Lincoln  handed  Ste- 
^  o  a  blank  sheet  of  paper  and  said,  "Stephens  if  you 
will  let  me  write  "union"  at  the  top  of  that  page,  you  may 
write  below  it  whatever  you  please." 

Again  if  you  still  have  a  doubt  that  his  motive  was  to 
save  the  Union  and  not  destroy  slavery  read  his  letter  to 
Horace  Greeley  under  date  of  Aug.  22,  1862. 

"As  to  the  policy  I  seem  to  be  pursuing,  as  you  say,  I 
have  not  meant  to  leave  any  one  in  doubt. 

I  would  save  the  Union.  I  would  save  it  the  shortest 
way  under  the  Constitution.  The  sooner  the  national  auth- 
ority can  be  restored,  the  nearest  the  Union  will  be,  the 
Union  as  it  was.  If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the 
Union  unless  they  could  at  the  same  time  save  slavery,  I  do 
not  agree  with  them.  If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save 
the  Union  unless  they  could,  at  the  same  time,  destroy  sla- 
very, I  do  not  agree  with  them.  My  paramount  object  in 
this  struggle  is  to  save  the  Union,  and  is  not  either  to  save 
or  destroy  slavery.  If  I  could  save  the  Union  without  free- 
ing any  slaves,  I  would  do  it,  if  I  oould  save  it  by  freeing  all 
the  slaves,  I  would  do  it;  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing 
some  and  leaving  others  alone  I  would  also  do  that.  What 
I  do  about  slavery  and  the  colored  race,  I  do  because  I  be- 
lieve it  helps  to  save  the  Union,  and  what  I  forbear,  I  for- 
bear because  I  do  not  believe  it  will  save  the  Union.  I 
shall  do  less  whenever  I  shall  believe  what  I  am  doing 
hurts  the  cause,  and  I  shall  do  more  whenever  I  shall  be- 
lieve doing  more  will  help  the  cause.  I  shall  try  to  correct 
errors  when  shown  to  be  errors,  and  I  shall  adopt  new 
views  so  fast  as  they  shall  appear  to  be  true  views. 

I  have  here  stated  my  purpose  according  to  my  view  of 
official  duty;  and  I  intend  no  modification  of  my  oft-ex- 
pressed wish  that  all  men  everywhere  could  be  free. 

Yours, 

A  Lincoln, 

On  September  22,  1862,  after  long  and  careful  thought 
believing  the  time  had     come  when     the     freedem    of    the 


slave  would  add  to  chance  for  success  of  the  Northern  Army 
he  exercised  his  right  as  a  war  measure,  issuing  a  procla- 
mation that  in  all  states  wherein  rebellion  still  existed  on 
Jan  1  1863,  all  slaves  should  then  and  forever  be  free.  So 
on  this  memorable  Jan.  1,  the  states  still  being  in  a  state 
of  war,  he  issued  his  final  emancipation  proclamation  free- 
ing the  slaves  of  the  entire  country. 

Do  you  doubt  for  a  moment  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
pay  for  those  slaves;  if  so  then  listen,  on  Feb.  5,  1865,  just 
69  days  prior  to  the  day  of  his  death  when  the  final  result 
of  the  war  must  have  been  apparent  to  all,  he  called  his 
Cabinet  together,  and  read  them  a  draft  of  resolution  and 
proclamation  embodying  his  idea,  offering  the  Southern 
states  four  hundred  million  dollars,  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost 
of  the  war  for  two  hundred  days,  on  condition  that  hostil- 
ities cease  by  the  first  day  of  April.  The  Cabinet  unani- 
mously disagreed  with  him,  however,  and  he  very  reluct- 
antly laid  the  matter  aside. 

I  want  to  say  to  you  here  the  greatest  blow  that  ever 
befell  the  South  was  when  Abraham  Liscoln  fell,  at  the 
hands  of  a  cowardly  assasin,  for  had  he  lived,  during  the 
reconstruction  days,  the  South  would  have  received  many 
advantages,  which  they  did  not  receive  under  changed  ad- 
riinistratlon,  one  of  which  would  have  been  payment  for 
e.  ery  slave  set  free.  Not  wishing  to  burden  you  with  a 
firther  discussion  of  the  subject,  I  now  invite  you  to  ac- 
roaipany  me  to  the  City  of  Washington,  and  witness  the 
last  tragedy  in  the  life  of  this  illustrious  statesman.  The 
war  is  practically  over.  Lee  has  surrendered,  and  all  Wash- 
ington, if  not  the  whole  country,  is  rejoicing  in  the  hope  of 
an  early  peace. 

It  is  April  14th,  that  season  of  the  year  when  all  na- 
ture has  taken  on  new  life.  At  noon  of  this  memorable  day 
it  becomes  known  throughout  the  City,  that  the  President 
would  visit  Ford's  Theatre  in  the  evening.  General  Grant 
and  wife  are  in  the  City,  and  are  invited  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to 
accompany  the  Presidential  party  as  guests  of  honor.  They 
accept,  but  at  the  last  moment  are  called  out  of  the  City, 
and  Mr^  ^  -  -  '-  ^^-m.  :  wited  Major  Rathborne  and  fiancee 
Miss  Hanis,  instead.  Being  detained  .by  visitors,  the  play 
had  made  some  progress  when  the  party  appeared.  The 
band  Ptvikes  up.  "Hail  to  the  Chief",  the  actors  cease  for  a 
moment,  the  audience  rises,  and  cheers  tumultuusly  the 
President  bowing  in  acknowledgment  takes  his  seat  in  his 
box  w'th  the  rest  of  the  party  and  the  play  goes  merrily  on. 
I  leave  you  here,  oh  noble  soul  that  you  are,  to  enjoy  as 
best  you  can  the  few  remaining  moments  of  a  well  spent 
life,  for  as  I  shift  the  scenery  to  another  part  of  the  City  I 
see  forming  against  you  a  conspiracy  the  awfulness  of 
v>'hirh  makes  my  very  blood  turn  cold.      In  the     house     of 


Mrs.  Surrat,  a  widow,  a  conspiracy  is  forming, or  rather  had 
been  formed  some  weelvs  previous,  for  the  purpose  of  assassi- 
nating not  only  the  president,  but  several  members  of  his 
cabinet  as  well.  Let  us  say  here  that  the  South  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  conspiracy.  At  the  very  moment  Lin- 
coin  is  receiving  such  a  heart  felt  ovation  at  the  theatre,  we 
see  John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  leader  of  the  conspiracy  a  young 
man  of  pre-possessing  appearance,  enter  a  livery  stable  and 
engage  the  most  fleet-footed  animal  to  be  had.  He  rides  up 
to  the  rear  af  the  theatre  every  part  of  which  is  familiar 
to  l\im,  he  being  an  actor,  and  leaving  his  horse  in  charge 
of  the  call-boy,  enters  a  nearby  saloon  and  takes  a  drink  of 
brandy,  doubtless  to  strengthen  his  nerves  for  the  dastardly 
crime  he  is  about  to  commit.  I  see  him  enter  the  t]ieal:e, 
passing  the  attendants  and  actors,  causing  no  suspicion, 
since  he  is  a  familiar  figure  around  there.  All  are  intensely 
interested  in  the  play  consequntly  no  one  observes  him  as  he 
strides  rapidly  toward  the  President's  Box. 

He  shows  a  card  to  tho  attendant  and  is  allowed  to 
enter.  Permit  me  to  digress  long  enough  to  remark  tliat 
five  persons  here  congregated,  the  Mff  of  each  pioved  to  be 
a  tragedy  within  itself,  for  be  it  Li^own  that  one  was  to  die 
before  the  dawn  of  another  (h\y,  one  was  to  be  hunted  from 
place  to  place  and  finally  sliot  while  a  barn  was  burning 
over  his  head,  while  another  was  to  pass  her  reir.aining  days 
ii  melancholy  and  sadness  over  the  tia.vic  death  of  h'V  luis- 
ba'  d.  Of  the  two  lovers  one  was  to  slay  the  other  and  later 
1  '  '  f  ('lie  II  raving  maniac.  But  again  to  the  picture.  As 
tlilo  dastardly  coward  enters  the  box.  I  see  him  draw  from 
one  pocket  a  revolver,  from  the  other  a  long  dangerous 
knife.  E5verybody  being  intensely  interested  in  the  play  on 
the  stage,  no  one  notices  the  horrible  scene  being  enacted  in 
the  audience.  Placing  the  revolver  close  to  the  back  of  the 
piesident's  head  he  fires.  Quickly  ?ilajor  Rathborne  springs 
forward  to  seize  him,  and  receives  a  severe  knife  wound  in 
the  arm. 

A  panic  seized  the  audience,  everybody  realizing  that 
some  great  catastrophe  has  happened,  yet.  at  the  time  not 
knowing  what  it  is.  Amid  this  confusion  the  chief  actor  in 
ihis  tragedy  rushes  to  the  lear  and  with  a  single  bound 
mounts  the  stage.  As  I  gaze  upon  the  picture  it  seems  that 
amid  the  confusion,  he  will  mnke  his  escape  without  hinde;-- 
ance.  But  a  Supreme  powei-  intervenes,  for  as  he  rushes 
past  the  American  Flag,  with  which  the  stage  is  decorated, 
his  spur  hangs  and  he  is  thrown  violently  to  the  floor, 
breaking  a  limb  in  the  fall.  In  spite  of  this  accident  how- 
over,  he  reaches  the  rear  of  the  building,     and     mounting 


his  steed  rides  rapidly  away  into  the  night. 

We  have  not  the  time  to  follow  as  he  is  pursued  from 
place  to  place,  until  he  is  finally  surrounded  and  shot  in  a 
burning  barn.  The  President  lingered,  unconsciously  until 
dawn  of  the  following  day  when  he  quietly  passes  into 
eternity  loved,  honored  and  respected  by  all. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion  especially  to  the  youth  of  the 
country,  you  cannot  all  be  called  to  fill  high  positions  in 
life  such  as  Lincoln  was  called,  but  you  can  fill  your  po- 
sition in  life  whatever  it  may  be  with  honesty  and  efficiency 
You  can  pluck  a  thistle  and  plant  a  flower  wherever  you 
think  a  flower  will  grow.  You  can  be  true  to  yoursef,  to 
your  country  and  to  your  God,  in  doing  these  things  you 
will  be  an  asset  to  whatever  community  you  choose  to  cast 
your  lot. 

Last  but  not  least,  when  you  have  righteously  fulfilled 
your  mission  in  this  life  and  find  yourself  confronted  by 
that  grim  monster,  death,  there  will  be  an  outstretcted 
hand  ready  to  guico  you  across  to  the  other  shore  where  all 
your  trials  and  troiibies  will  come  to  an  end.  and  where  all 
will  be  peace  and  hr.^i^ir.ess  forever  and  forever. 
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